SIR   SAMUEL   HOARE   AND  SIR  KINGSLEY  WOOD
to be to discover means of carrying out Article X of
the Covenant of the League: "The Members of the
League undertake to respect and preserve as against
external aggression the territorial integrity and exist-
ing political independence of all Members of the
League,3'
The next logical step in the organizing of collective
resistance to aggression was the oil sanction, It would
have been effective; Mussolini had proclaimed that he
would have treated it as an act of war and would
retaliate accordingly. Therefore, said Laval and
Hoare, we must have no oil sanction. Incredible as it
may appear, that crude process is hardly an abbrevia-
tion of the relevant part of Hoare's personal explana-
tion. * The offender was in fact to be allowed to decide
how much pressure could be applied against him!
So they drew up the Laval-Hoare proposals, which
immediately leaked into the Paris Press. Huge con-
cessions were to be made to a State after she had
flouted the League of which she was a member and
had committed the most impudent and flagrant
aggression. When some of Hoare's advisers in Paris
heard of the terms they were so amazed that they
suggested that the people at home would not stand
them. Hoare tartly replied that they knew nothing
about it. He then continued his journey to Switzer-
land and tried to rest.
Now his path may have been strewn with thorns
and stones. But there must have been some blind
area in his mind if he thought that public opinion
would accept these proposals calmly. You can hardly
win an election on one policy and within three weeks
expect to be allowed to repudiate it. It may be asked
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